1958. This volume deals with the clinical aspect of malignant tumours including the principles of their treatment. Apart from the first chapter on the staging of cancer by Harmer, who is well known for his enthusiasm for this subject, the contributions are mainly according to regions. With three exceptions, the authors are all surgeons. The editor contributes the chapters on the oropharynx, cesophagus, and breast, and among others well known for their contributions to their subject are Aylett on the colon, Barrett on the lung, Fergusson on the prostate, Pennybacker on the nervous system, and Tanner on the stomach. The international character of this volume is less marked than that of previous volumes, and the editor has only found it necessary to call in from the United States Dr. Pack, who contributes the chapter on the liver and biliary passages, and, with his colleague Dr. Ariel, that on sarcoma of soft tissues. The volume as a whole well represents current views. Saunders Company. 1958 . This book is designed to give to the practitioner the information he will require to enable him to deal with emergencies in his practice. The author has stuck closely to his purpose, an instance of this being his wide advice against giving corticotrophin in status asthmaticus until the patient is admitted to hospital.
An example of some of the practical points with which his book is filled is the recommendation that no patient suspected of having a coronary thrombosis should be allowed to go to hospital in a private car, as the crew of an ambulance would ensure a patient against all effort.
A large amount of the book is devoted to the treatment of poisoning by many and various agents, and there is a useful section on toxic reactions to drugs in therapeutic doses. The portion devoted to toxic ingredients is less valuable to British than to American readers as naturally a number of the preparations are proprietary ones and unknown in this country.
The treatment of fractures and boils is des-cribed along simple lines, and the whole book should be useful to practitioners and has the advantage of being sufficiently small to be slipped into a reasonably sized bag. Sir Victor Negus produced his monumental work on the mechanism of the larynx almost thirty years ago and in its preparation he examined examples of every branch of animal life. From these widely divergent members of the animal kingdom he traced the development of the larynx from its most primitive form to the highly specialized structure found in man and other species.
In the preparation of the present volume a veritable Noah's Ark of species has been collected, dissected and analysed. The functions of the nasal and the accessory cavities have been considered in relation to their anatomical structure and to the mode of life and the requirements of the animal concerned. It has been shown how the structure of the nose varies according to whether its owner lives in the treetops, in the sea or on the ground, and whether his normal environment is arctic, tropical, or temperate. It also depends on whether he is carnivorous or herbivorous in whole or in part, and whether smell plays a major or a minor part in ensuring his survival. Considerable sections describe the mechanism of olfaction, and also that of conditioning of inspired air and show how the habitat and the habits of the animal may modify these mechanisms.
The volume is copiously illustrated-with imaginative drawings, with simple diagrams, with X-ray photographs and with electronmicrographs, with more ordinary light photomicrographs of histological preparations and with photographs and reconstructions of the author's dissections of every kind of nose. There is a glossary of the genera and species investigated, and chapters describing, in its various aspects, the nose of man. Sir Victor was reluctant to bestow unchallenged preeminence on man on account of the high state of development of his larynx, and he relegates him to a very lowly position on the strength-or the weakness-of his degenerate nasal apparatus.
The touch of cynicism on the part of the author in his final three paragraphs appeals to the reviewer and had these words been printed just a hundred years ago, they would have added fuel to the fires of controversy which followed the publication of the "Origin of Species"-to which this book is a logical and very worthy sequel. Cordis will want to acquire this companion volume De Circulatione Sanguinis which contains two essays written to Jean Riolan junior and nine letters to other distinguished men. In the letter to Schlegel there is described a valuable additional experiment to prove the circulation through the lungs. In several places there are interesting autobiographical comments. It is significant of Harvey's intelligence that in a letter written only two months before his death in which he admits that he was not only ripe in years but also "a little weary", he still throws out the stimulating suggestion that there is no "'surer route to the proper practice of medicine than if someone gives his mind over to discerning the customary law of Nature through the careful investigation of diseases that are of rare occurrence". There is no sign of ageing in that advice. Ltd. 1959 . Mr. T. L. Chapman has written a book of some originality on urology. In it there are no pictures of X-ray films, and no other illustrations apart from a large number of drawings and diagrams.
These figure at the end of each chapter, and should be of the greatest value to the medical student in explanation of the text. Most of them are simple line drawings which can be easily memorized.
The author has wisely not taken sides on subjects when the views are conflicting. He has skated over the pathology of the urinary tract, but in his preface he is careful enough to state that "it is hoped that this modest volume will be' helpful to those who would like to acquire quickly an elementary knowledge of this subject."
This little book will most certainly be of considerable assistance to the student in the early years of his training, but he will need for advanced study to read one which provides more information than is available in "Urology in Outline".
The publishers have borne in mind the financial position of those who may purchase Mr. Chapman's book, and so the price at 27s. 6d. is reasonable. Foundation which is doing so much for the welfare of "bleeders" throughout the United States. The book aims at providing details of the orthopEedic care of these patients, the correction of their deformities, and the protection of joints from further heemorrhages. More than half of the book is made up by case histories of the 56 patients reviewed; from these many tables of statistics are drawn up which are of little value, but the details given of the art of straightening contractures and of the subsequent bracemaking required could scarcely be bettered. No attempt is made to discuss himatological aspects, nor is any reference made to the different types of the disease; this is essentially a monograph by an orthopTdic surgeon written for his colleagues in orthopeedics, and as such is a valuable guide in this difficult subject.
Preventive Medicine and Public Health. An
Introduction for Students and Practitioners. By London: H. K. Lewis & Co., Ltd. 1957. Earlier editions of this book are already well known and appreciated both by medical students and by teachers of preventive medicine. Minor changes only have been made in the text, aimed mainly at bringing it up to date, but an appendix has been added giving useful suggestions for further reading. The book has the distinction of being one of very few written at exactly the right level for the medical student. This is achieved by the clear exposition of carefully selected material, and not by any compromise with the facts. Thus it is also useful to more advanced students, who want an accurate summary of the
